Welcome to Holy Trinity, Prestwood!
First of all, congratulations on your engagement! Whether you have recently got
engaged or are actively planning your special day, we’re delighted that you are
thinking about getting married at Holy Trinity.

This church has been serving the people of Prestwood and Great Kingshill for over
160 years. Many families have generations of members married here and for many
who have moved to Prestwood, Holy Trinity has become the family church.
We believe a church wedding is the best way to begin your married life, whether
you go to church often or not. The vows you will make can only be made in church.
It is a special and proper place to consecrate your love, ask for God’s blessing and
take this important step in your life together.
We will work with you to make your day personal to you as a couple. If you have
children, they can be involved too. You have plenty of choice over readings, music,
flowers and all the other things that will make your wedding a unique occasion—
and a true reflection of your love for each other.
We hope that this booklet is of help. We look forward to celebrating your wedding
day with you and send our warmest good wishes as you prepare for the day.

Wherever you are in the process, please feel free to
contact the Rector by phone or email if you have any
questions or concerns—we want you to enjoy the
preparation almost as much as the wedding day itself,
so please don’t get stressed!

How It Works
The first thing to do is to contact the Rector or the Church Secretary to find a
suitable date. At this point you will need to pay a non refundable £50 deposit to
secure your wedding date.
The next step will be to arrange an initial meeting with the minister who will take
your wedding. For weddings booked a year in advance, this may mean waiting
until the Autumn before we know which minister is taking your wedding. At that
first meeting, we will begin to discuss the service with you. We will outline some
of the choices and decisions you can make about the structure and content of the
service. We’ll talk through the legal process by which couples get married in
church—it is different to a civil wedding. In nearly every case, is pretty easy to
arrange. We’ll talk through the various costs and options that you have. We’ll also
set a date with you for a second meeting to talk more in depth about the service.
By about four months before the wedding date, we should have a fair idea about
the content of the service—the readings, hymns and music.
After we’ve planned your service, we talk in more detail about what it all means
and what it is all about. We focus on the vows you make to each other: these are
the heart of the service. Church is the only place you can make promises this big
to each other. By making these promises in church, you invite God, who is loving
and caring, to help you keep them.

The rehearsal takes place before your wedding – usually on the evening two days
before the wedding. It can be an emotional occasion, but the real purpose is to
help you feel relaxed and ready to enjoy the big day.

For a small additional fee, we are delighted to be able to
offer you the use of the church after your rehearsal. The
church benches can be quickly moved and the space can
be set up for drinks or a rehearsal dinner. Caterers can
provide refreshments and a buffet and you can even use
the audio and visual equipment to play music or show a
special video. If you would like more information on this,
please speak to the minister.

The Legal Stuff
Getting Married by the Reading of Banns
The simplest way to get married in church is by what is called “the reading of
banns”. This simply means that notice of your marriage is announced at the main
Sunday Service three times in the months leading up to your wedding. This has to
happen in both Holy Trinity and the Church of England Parish Church where you
live.
To find out which parish you live in type your postcode into the website
acny.org.uk.

Who can get married by Banns?
Being married by banns is the best legal preparation if you are both British
Nationals living in England.
At least one of you will also need a qualifying connection with Holy Trinity,
Prestwood or St. Mary Magdalene Church, Great Hampden. There are many of
these including:

1. One of you lives in Prestwood or Great Hampden parishes.

2. One of you is on Holy Trinity, Prestwood’s or St Mary
Magdalene, Great Hampden’s electoral role.
3. One of you was baptised at Holy Trinity, Prestwood or St Mary
Magdalene.
4. One of you was prepared for confirmation in either church.
5. One of you has, at any time, lived in either parish for at least
six months.
6. One of you has, at any time, habitually attended normal church
services in either church for at least six months.
7. One of your parents has lived in either parish for six months.
8. One of your parents has habitually attended normal church
services in either church for at least six months.
9. One of your parents or grandparents was married in either
church.

If you are married by the reading of banns, you’ll be sent a card telling you when
they will be read. Make sure you are there to ensure they are read out!

What other legal paths are there?
There are other legal paths to a church wedding. If one of you is a foreign national,
or resides abroad or for good reasons cannot make a qualifying connection, then
you must talk to the minister early on. We will help you to find the most
appropriate route.

What about a Wedding Blessing?
Sometimes couples will have a civil ceremony followed by a wedding blessing.
There are lots of reasons for this, and it is often a good solution when people from
different cultures or countries get married. A wedding blessing doesn’t contain
any legal elements of a wedding, but it does contain all the spiritual elements of
vows and rings and is every bit a church wedding!

Things to Think About
Can we involve our children?
Many people getting married will have children and want to involve them in the
wedding. There are lots of different ways to do this. The main thing is to make
sure everybody is comfortable and happy with what’s happening. Tell the minister
early on that you’d like to involve your children in the ceremony, and then you can
think through the best way to do that for your wedding.

Getting married after a divorce
It has been possible for people to get married in church after a divorce for some
time. If you have been divorced, the minister will need to see your original decree
absolute. As with every couple, the minister will want to get a sense from you both
of your journey to where you are now.

One of us isn’t a British National. Does that change things?
It’s important for you to be sure your marriage will be legally recognised in your
home country, if that isn’t the UK. Getting married here doesn’t automatically
confer any right of residency. It is generally a simple matter to work out the best
route to marriage if you aren’t a British National.
Every case is different, so make sure you raise this with your minister at
the start.

Flowers
Flowers are often an important part of the wedding day. There
is a lot of scope to decorate the church. You can bring in outside
florists or do the flowers yourself. It is important that you tell
us what flowers you will be having. To do this, please contact
Anne
Douglas
on
01494
863388
or
email
georgeandanne@tiscali.co.uk.
Anne will also be able to give you good advice as to what will
work well in the Church.

Altar Flowers
It is traditional for wedding couples to provide altar flowers. At Holy Trinity, this
means the two niches behind the high altar. Your marriage is blessed at the altar,
and these flowers are always left in the church. If you are not providing your own
flowers, please let us know and we will provide white flowers for you.

Other Flowers
You can have pedestals of flowers and other types of arrangements too, and often
couples detail an usher to take these to the reception—which helps to save some
money! You can borrow the church pedestals for your flower arrangements, but
they must stay in the church. You can dress the windowsills, but in a church like
ours we cannot have flowers attached to woodwork or stonework.
Don’t forget to arrange for any flowers other than the altar flowers to be
removed sometime during the week following the wedding.

Church Building
Our church has flexible seating which can accommodate up to 150 people. Our
normal wedding layout will include a central aisle.

Wedding photos can be taken outside in the church grounds, or if it is raining, back
inside the church after the service. Heating is through underfloor heating.
For smaller weddings, we can change the seating arrangements for a more
intimate feel. The church hall is also available to hire.

There are no wedding bells at Holy Trinity.

Readings
You can have as many readings as you like. At least one should be a Bible reading,
and the others can be chosen from anywhere—or written for the occasion. As with
all the choices you make about your wedding day, it is important to think about
what is important to you as a couple and to reflect what you want to say about
each other on this special day.

Music
There is a lot of choice over the music you choose for your wedding. Generally,
couples will have an organist and many have other music as well. You can be
traditional or modern. Some brides know that they want to come into church to
the Wedding March, but others have come in to
pieces like Here Comes the Sun played on the
piano. As you plan the music for your wedding,
our Organist and Director of Music, Sam
Laughton, will work with you to make the most
of the resources you have chosen. You can
contact Sam on 01494 488548 or email music@htprestwood.org.uk.
Sam is also director of the Elysian Singers, an award-winning chamber choir that
has appeared on numerous occasions on radio and television, together with all
the major London venues. We are delighted to be able offer a mixed-voice group
of 8 singers from the choir to sing suitable music and lead the hymns at your
wedding at a typical fee of about £600 (dependent on repertoire). Please speak to
your minister if you would like to explore this option further.
We are also very lucky to have strong relationships with some excellent young
professional singers who are recent post-graduates from London Music Schools
such as the Royal Academy of Music and the Guildhall School of Music. Couples
can book between one and four singers (or more) for their wedding.

You can have any style of music at your wedding, not just religious or classical.
Couples have had versions of It Must be Love by Madness, Bette Midler’s The Rose
and The Prayer made famous by Andrea Bocelli and Celine Dion.

Other Musicians
We can accommodate most musical
requests! Other instrumentalists we have
used include a harpist, flautists and brass.
You can bring your own musicians too.
The church organist has the right to play at
all church services where there is music.
This is why if you have music and choose not to use the church organist, 50% of
the organist’s fee is still charged.

Music at the Reception
Very often couples want to have music at the start of their wedding reception. If
at Hampden House, the musicians you book for your wedding can also play or sing
then. An hour is usually ample as your guests arrive and have their first drink! It
may be possible for the musicians to play at other reception venues by
arrangement. Other reception venues are considered on a case by case basis.

Other Options
Photography & Video
Photography and video can be a very important part of the day. Both are allowed
in the service.
If you are thinking of having a professional video made of your wedding, please
tell us early on. Holy Trinity is a small country church with limited space for
professional video equipment. Remember that having a professionally recorded
video will generally increase all musicians’ fees by 50%.

Streaming
By using our fixed position camera, we can record or stream your wedding service
so guests unable to attend can be part of your special day.

Confetti
Please feel free for your guests to throw rose petals or bio-degradable confetti in
the churchyard after the ceremony.

Reception
We understand that weddings can be expensive and at Holy Trinity, Prestwood,
we are delighted to be able to offer a ‘Wedding for a Grand’ package.

For £1,000, you will have use of the church for your wedding ceremony and
exclusive use of our hall and churchyard for your wedding reception. All your
wedding fees* will also be included which makes this a really affordable way of
having a beautiful church wedding and being able to celebrate with all your family
and friends afterwards.
If you would like more information on this, please speak to the minister.
*includes statutory fees, verger, heating, organist, altar flowers, order of service and hall
hire

People
Church People
If you have any questions or problems, don’t hesitate to contact the minister who
will be taking your wedding.
There is also a good team of people who will help make your wedding at Holy
Trinity a special and meaningful day, giving you the best start to your married life.

The Verger
The verger is a very important person! A member of the church, they will get
everything ready on the day, help your ushers and clear up afterwards. The verger
is assigned a few months before the wedding and will contact you in due course.

Ushers
We recommend you appoint at least 3 people to be your ushers. They will be on
hand to assist your guests before your wedding and need to arrive one hour before
your wedding starts. We provide notes as to what their duties will include. Your
head usher should also come to your rehearsal to familiarise themselves with the
church, our two car parks and to meet the verger who will assist them on the day.

Florist
Make sure you tell us what flowers you will be having and talk to Anne for good
advice on how to decorate the church.
If you’re not having your own flowers, we will provide neutral flowers for the
niches.
Anne Douglas | 01494 863388 |georgeandanne@tiscali.co.uk

Music
Sam will work with you to plan the music for your wedding.
Sam Laughton |01494 488548 |music@htprestwood.org.uk

Administration
Any queries with fees, reading of banns or other legalities should go to Liz who
works hard behind the scenes to make sure the wedding goes smoothly!
Liz Lewis |01494 863805 |secretary@htprestwood.org.uk

Fees & Charges
Statutory Fees (for 2018)
Donation to the Church towards its general upkeep
Verger
Heating (October – April)
Organist
Organist release fee (if not using our organist)
Singers and other musicians per head
plus reception per head 1
Musicians videography surcharge (50% of their fee)

£456.00
£250.00
£60.00
£40.00
£160.00
£80.00
£160.00
£40.00*
from £80.00

Other Options
Altar flowers (if not providing your own)
Order of service (if not providing your own)
Recording of service (fixed camera position)
Streaming of church service
Hire of hall for reception 2
Wedding rehearsal package 3
Wedding package 4

£40.00
£60.00
£50.00
£60.00
£250.00
£100.00
£1,000.00

An invoice will typically be prepared 8 weeks prior to your wedding with payment
due 4 weeks prior. Cheques are to be made payable to Holy Trinity PCC Fees
Account.
No one is excluded from the life and ministry of our church for financial reasons.
Weddings can quickly become costly affairs. In any case of financial need please
speak to the Rector or the minister arranging your service.
1

Based on reception at Hampden House. Fees may vary for other reception venues.
Includes time for setting up the evening before and for clearing up after reception
3
Includes hire of church for 4 hours after church rehearsal
4
Includes all relevant fees plus hire of the hall for evening before and day of wedding 2
2

About Us
Holy Trinity, Prestwood is your parish church serving Prestwood and Great
Kingshill in the Chiltern Hills. We come to church every Sunday at 9.30am.
Here we are invited to celebrate God’s love for all people, rest in his presence and
go out empowered to live our everyday lives.

Contact Us
htprestwood.org.uk |secretary@htprestwood.org.uk |01494 863805

HOLY TRINITY PRESTWOOD
134 Wycombe Road,
Prestwood, Great Missenden
HP16 0HJ

