ADVENT 2025
. THE JOYOF

CHRISTMAS

X o - % * ke s %
@ Archbishops' ., ., . L, * m ] Growing Faith
r ) Young Leaders Award ' ' d L Foundatidn

* N . * . . * . . * . . * . . CI*meqgland




O to Advent 2025

CED

Y 1Y
‘ ’ Click here

to open the
J )\ YouTube video

JOY JOY

ko

QY



https://youtu.be/UR14EmaAHo4?feature=shared
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SessionOne
Mary s Story

~ Joy in Connection

Liturgical Opening
Leader:
The Lord of glory be with you.

Response:

The Lord bless you.
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Ilwonder... 1 1

SessionOne
Mary's Story

Joy in Connection

..how does this picture

represent connection’

* [ wonder if you can think
of a time when you've felt

connected to others?

* How did that help you?




Bible Passage
Luke 1:26-38; 46-50

How might Mary have felt
after hearing from the angel that

she was going to have God’s son?

Who does Mary go to connect ?

with and how do they help her?

What does Mary sing about?

*  of
l Joy in Connection Q Y




Joy in Connection


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0glqyl-eKw&list=PLB8mmac9MNdZ-7PrQvbTL9bveqj3nJBu5&index=2

*Action *

X Connect with someone who is having a

Reflection i

> What helps you feel connected? (to hard time. Do something together that

the world, to family, to others, to God) will bring joy. Maybe watch a Christmas

Where do you feel you belong? film or make a Christmas craft.

* How might you connect with other * Create messages, pictures, cards or giﬁs '

pupils in your class or school that you of encouragement for those who might

don’t know well? feel unconnected and bring them joy.

% How could you connect more with X Connect with others, by talking,

your local community? plaging, sharing food.

*

v 1*. Joy in Connection
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v Prayer]

Lord Jesus, light of the

world, thank you for A

Mary’s song of praise
and her example of

hf connecting with you,

whic]

1 brought the

world

| a joyous gift.

Amen

3

A
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Joy in Connection

LN

P 2
rayer v

Father God, thank you
for all you have given us.

lth As we get ready for
Christmas help us

connect with those

Y

around us especially

those who are feeling

A lonely.

Amen

¥ ¥




Liturgical Ending
Leader:

May we rejoice in
God’s message of joy
Response:

And show that joy in

our lives.

Amen.

WEEK

onTwo
Maryand Joseph

Joy in Trusting
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v SessionTwo
;y Mary and Joseph
¥ Joy in Trusting o .
Liturgical Opening
¥ Leader:
The Lord of glory be with you.
C.: Response:
’ ( The Lord bless you.
%




vl JOY

Iwonder... SessionTwo
Mary and Joseph VV

Joy in Trusting F- =<

Y

...how does this picture

represent trusting?

X [ wonder what helps you
to trust 1 SOmeone or

sOme thing.




Bible Passage
Matthew 1: 18-24;
Luke 2: 1-7; 16-20

What did Joseph dream about?

How did Mary and Joseph have
to trust God?

Do you think Jesus’ birth "i"
happened as Mary and Joseph

expected or imagined it to?

.
Q Joy in Trusting Q Y




Q Joy in Trusting


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dfy8m5kYZ4I&list=PLB8mmac9MNdZ-7PrQvbTL9bveqj3nJBu5&index=3

*Action *

X Create a trust activity or game to

Reflection i

% Who or what in your life is help your class mates learn to

tI’llStWOI’tl’llJ? WOI’k tOg CthCI’ and trust onc another.

» How can you be someone people can X Commit to one action that brings hope

trust or depend on? to others this Christmas. This could be

*

donating to a Foodbank or making

X Light an LED candle as a symbol of Christmas cards for elderly residents.
hope. Trust God with your worries
about the world. X Create a lantern decorated with messages hope.

You could gift this to someone who is struggling.

v ? ‘5" Q Joy in Trusting
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v Prayer]

and trustinge

Father God, thank you
for Mary and Joseph’s ‘E‘

example of followinc

you. Help

? us to make s

hearts to trust you when

bace 1m our

we feel uncertain.

Amen

3

*

Joy in Trusting

Y Y
Prayer2

Lord, help us to be
people that our friends
can trust and feel safe ‘f
with, as we learn and

play together.

Amen

¥ ¥



SessionTwo
VV Maryand Joseph

-~

Joy in Trusting
Liturgical Ending
Leader:

May we rejoice in
God’s message of joy
Response:

And show that joy In

our lives.

Amen.

NEXT
*  WEEK
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SessionThree
TheShepherds’ Story

Joy in Sharing
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Ilwonder... SessionThree
The Shepherds’ Story
...how does this picture Joyin Sharmg

represent sharing?

X [ wonder when and how
you share good news with

others




Bible Passage

Luke 2: 8-20

Why do you think the

shepherd’s were ¢

hosen to hear

the Good News o

" Jesus first?

How did they react when

seeing Jesus for the first time?

Whg was it important to the

shepherds to share with others

what they had seen?

A Joy in Sharing @ X
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, fo open the

~  YouTube video



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RX7bGo2jBdA&list=PLB8mmac9MNdZ-7PrQvbTL9bveqj3nJBu5&index=4

*Action *

% Share a story/ Bible story/ Bible

Verse to cncourage someonce or

Reflection i

X Share with a friend all the things
you are thankful for.

write encouragement post 1t notes.

X Think about ways where you can

> Share some items you no longer
share more with others, showing

kindness.

need with a local charity shop.

X Share creatively with others a

> Share with someone else how you message of joy for the world.

got through a difficult time.

? ? A Joy in Sharing
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Y Prayerli

Lord Jesus, thank you

for the message of the E

shepherds, that in you
we do not need to be

v afraid, but instead can
find strength and

couragce

Amen

3

A
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Joyin Sharing

LN

P 2
rayer »

Lord God, your angels

brought good news to

A the shepherds telling
them of the birth of

Jesus. Help us to be

Y

messengers of joy in our
school, our community

A and our world today.

Amen

¥ ¥



SessionThree
The Shepherds’ Story

Joyin Sharing

Liturgical Ending
Leader:

May we rejoice in
God’s message of joy
Response:

And show that joy in

our lives.

Amen.

@
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SessionFour
The Wisemen
Joy in Following




SessionFour
TheWisemen

Liturgical Opening
Leader:
The Lord of glory be with you.

Rcsponse:

The Lord bless you.
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lwonder... ?ﬁ:ﬂ}.’;‘::;

..what does this picture

show about Following?

[ wonder what or who

you follow and why.




~ BiblePassage
c ~ Matthew 2: 1-12

©~ Who did the Wisemen visit

E‘ . first and why? -
© What did their gifts show
abourt Jesus?
S * How did the wise men ?
' follow God’s plan?

. * &
*Wm ) . -

Joy in Following
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- SessionFour
< TheWisemen
/| Joy in Following


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q7zzfcgJJM&list=PLB8mmac9MNdZ-7PrQvbTL9bveqj3nJBu5&index=5

Reflection

Who or what do you follow that is

a positive influence on your life?

How could you use your voice to

make a positive Changc to help others?

Find out about a young leader who
has taken action to help the world.

Can you follow their example?

Y Y

Action

Follow the work of a local charity.
What could you do to support them
and bring joy?

Write to someone whose example

you follow and say thank you.

Make a hanging star as a symbol of
joy, hope and light for our world.

SessionFour
The Wisemen

v Joy in Following
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Y Prayerli

Father God, thank you

that the wisemen knew

that Jesus was special and

were prepared to risk their
v own lives to save him. Help

us to follow their example

and to make Jesus special

in our lives too. !

Amen

qﬁ, SessionFour

k'3 The Wisemen
Joy in Following

#a
Prayer2

Y

Lord, thank you for the

gift of Jesus and the love

A and

to t!

ight that he

he world. Hel

brought

p us O

love all other people as you
have loved us. Help us to "
be light in places of

darkness and to shine

A

bright for you.

Amen

?

?
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SessionFour
The Wisemen
- Joyink ollowing ‘.
Liturgical Ending
Leader: .

Mag we rejoice mn

God’s message of joy
Response:
And show that joy in

our lives.

Amen.
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