
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Who Can Have a Funeral at Holy Trinity, Prestwood? 
Anyone can have a funeral at Holy Trinity, Prestwood. You will normally have a 

connection to the church, as you or the deceased will be members, live in the 

parish or will have marked a significant event with us. For example, the deceased 

may have lived in the parish before moving to a nursing home, been married in the 

church or have family living in the parish. You don’t need to be a regular 

churchgoer. 

Remember, you don’t have to be a regular church goer to have 

a Church of England funeral – it is open to all. 

About Your Loved One 
Each life is special and unique, and the church celebrates this fact. We are all 

created by God and all his works are wonderful. Getting to know more about your 

loved one is really important to us. Our ministers will spend time speaking to you 

about the people who were important to your loved one, what they did in their 

life and finding out about some of those special memories you have and what the 

person meant to you. 

 

A funeral is a chance to reflect on a person’s life, 

to give thanks for all that they achieved and to 

recognise the challenges they faced. Particularly 

after a long illness or in difficult circumstances, 

the funeral can be the first chance we have to take 

a step back and take a perspective on a whole life.  

 

The Funeral Service 
If you have never arranged a funeral service, it can be daunting. In this next section, 

we try to break this down for you. However, there is no absolute rule book. We 

can tailor the plans to suit you. 



As well as the funeral director, the minister and our vergers on hand to help you 

at the church. 

 

The mourners 
Think about how many people will be attending the service. Are there people you 

want to reserve seats for? Will everyone enter the church before the service starts 

or will some people come behind the coffin?  

 

Our vergers will be in the church to welcome other mourners. Usually the funeral 

director will deliver the order of service sheets beforehand and they can give these 

out. We have a good car park and can open our overflow car park if you are 

expecting many mourners. If you expect disabled guests, we can move our seating 

to make room for wheelchairs and reserve a parking space for them. It is helpful if 

you can let us know beforehand. The church has a level pathway, a ramped 

entrance and a toilet with disabled access. We also have T-loop fitted in the church 

for those who are hard of hearing. 

 

If you have family members who are unable to attend the funeral, you can arrange 

for us to stream the service over the internet or for us to record the service.  

 

The coffin 
In most cases, families choose to have the coffin brought to the church as the 

service starts but sometimes people ask to have the coffin brought to church the 

evening before or an hour before the service. Please speak to the minister if this is 

something you would like to arrange. 

 

Hymns and music 

Music can often help people express 

their feelings in ways that words alone 

cannot. The church has an organ and a 

piano and we will provide an 

organist/pianist for you. You can choose 

any type of music including classical, jazz 

or pop music to be played by our 



professional musicians. Maybe your loved one was a keen fan of a particular artist 

or loved a particular piece of music. It is very easy to include recorded music in the 

service as well. 

 

In a funeral service, we normally have music as the coffin enters and as the coffin 

leaves. You can also have a piece of music for reflection, which normally comes 

after the tributes. Funeral services usually have two or three hymns, but this is 

entirely up to you. If you need help in choosing hymns, please speak to the 

minister. You may like to think about hymns that were favourites of your loved 

one, hymns about God’s love and comfort for us who are left behind, or hymns 

about the glory of God and his promise of eternal life. Maybe a mixture of these 

will work for you. Some popular hymns are listed below.   

Make me a channel of Your peace  Lord of all hopefulness 

All things bright & beautiful   Lord of the dance 

Love divine, all loves excelling   Amazing Grace  

Be still for the presence for the Lord  Old rugged cross 

Dear Lord and Father    The day Thou gavest 

For the beauty of the earth   Jerusalem   

Lead us Heavenly Father, lead us  Abide with me    

The Lord is my shepherd    The King of love my shepherd is 

   

The tribute and personal touches 
During a funeral, it is appropriate to pay tribute to the person you are saying 

goodbye to. There are two things to consider. Firstly, who is going to give the 

tribute and secondly what are they going to say. 

 

There are no rules about who or how many people can give a tribute. If a person 

giving a tribute is unsure how they will cope on the day, it can be useful to have a 

backup plan. You may want to ask the minister to read out a tribute the family 

have prepared beforehand. 



A tribute should try to reflect a person’s life. It’s good to tell their story, and 

remember the key moments in their life. It’s also lovely to share a few stories and 

anecdotes that capture the person’s character. Stories that raise a smile are always 

welcome. It’s surprising how many new things we learn about a person at their 

funeral. 

 

During the service, we are able to project an electronic tribute. Maybe you have a 

selection of photos you would like to show as a piece of music is played. Talk to 

our minister about what we can offer.  

 

We are also very happy for you to suggest other personal touches that help you 

celebrate your loved one’s life. Is there something they made, an object that was 

precious to them or special photos that meant a lot to them? These or any other 

ideas you have can all be used. 

 

Readings 
There is a great choice of readings and 
poems that can be used in a funeral. At 
least one reading needs to be from the 
Bible, and your minister will help you 
choose. Your minister can also help you 
decide what other readings and poems you 
would like. 
 

 
These are some popular choices for readings at funerals. 

“The Ship” by Bishop Charles Brent   

 “Remember Me” by Christina Rosetti   

 “Crossing the Bar” by Alfred Lord Tennyson   

 “If I Should Go” by Joyce Grenfell      



A Message of hope 
We believe that death is not the end and that your loved one now dwells in God’s 

love. In the service, your minister will proclaim that hope in the resurrection and 

the eternal love of God for your loved one.  

 
Prayers 

The minister will offer up prayers during the service. If there are any special prayers 

or particular people you would like to be included, do please let the minister know. 

 

Conclusion & farewell 
This is an emotional part of the service as the coffin 

is carried out of the church. This is the final 

goodbye. Is there a special piece of music you 

would like played? We normally toll our church bell 

once the coffin leaves the church. 

 

Leaving the church 
After the church service, there are two main options for what can happen next. 

 

1. Burial 
If you have arranged for a burial in our churchyard, the coffin will be taken straight 

to the grave and we will commit your loved one into the care of God. 

 

2. Committal at the lychgate 
If you have organised for your loved one to be cremated, then you can have a 

committal at the lychgate. Here the coffin will be placed in the hearse and the 

mourners will gather round. Your minister will commit your loved one into the care 

of God and say the Nunc Dimittis. The service ends here. The funeral directors will 

then take the coffin to the crematorium. Your minister will talk with you about 

who accompanies the coffin to the crematorium. 

 



Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:               
Your word has been fulfilled.                   
My own eyes have seen the salvation             
Which you have prepared in the sight of every people;     
A light to reveal you to the nations                
And the glory of your people Israel.      
       The Nunc Dimittis 

The Wake 
At Holy Trinity, Prestwood, you are very welcome to hold the reception after the 

funeral in the church. Whilst everyone is at the lych gate or the graveside, the 

benches are removed and the space is set up for a reception. Caterers can provide 

refreshments and a buffet and you can even use the audio and visual equipment 

to play music or show a special video. 

 

The main advantage of holding the reception in the church is that you don’t need 

to worry about travelling to a different venue or losing anyone along the way. 

 
As Life Goes On… 
The church continues to be here for you after the funeral and as life goes on 
 

The church is open daily and we 

welcome you to come here and 

spend time in the church. We have 

prayer tree and a candle tree which 

you can use whenever you want to 

remember your loved one. Children 

may like to draw a picture and leave 

it on the prayer tree You can also 

light a candle or write a prayer.  

 

We have small midweek services as well as our main Sunday service at 9.30am 

where you will find a warm welcome. If you would like to meet again with our 

ministers that is also an option. 



Each year we hold a service of remembrance for those who have died which you 

may like to attend and take some time to remember your loved ones. 

Sometimes people like to sponsor the flowers or the music at our Sunday worship 

in memory of loved ones, particularly near a date of particular importance to you. 

This can be arranged at any time by contacting the church office. 

Interment & Memorials 
If you arrange a cremation you may like to inter the ashes in the churchyard. You 

should contact your funeral director to make these arrangements. After the 

interment, you can have the plot marked with a flat stone.  

 

 

If your loved one was buried in the 

churchyard, you may like to place a 

headstone on the grave. This is usually 

done six months after the burial to give 

the ground time to settle.  

 

 

We recommend that any memorial, or an additional inscription on an existing 

memorial, is arranged through your funeral director. There are regulations set by 

the Diocese of Oxford and your funeral director will help you understand what can 

be permitted 

 

Our churchyard is maintained by a team of volunteers. If you would like to get 

involved, please do get in touch with the minister. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How Much is a Church Funeral? 

Some of the fees are statutory fees which we are obliged to charge. These are 
set annually and for 2025 they are as follows: 
 
Statutory Funeral Fees 

Funeral service in church    £234.00 
Burial in churchyard   £375.00 
Cremation after funeral service   £35.00 

 
Holy Trinity Fees 

Organist    £110.00  
Vergers at a funeral    £65.00  
Heating (Oct to April)   £40.00  
Use of church building for wake   £80.00  
Use of AV equipment   £20.00  
Streaming service   £60.00  
Recording of service   £50.00 

 
Statutory Churchyard Fees 

Ledger stone   £92.00 
Churchyard memorial   £172.00 
Additional inscription on existing monument   £37.00 
 

Donations 
We normally ask families to make an additional donation of £100 to the church if 

they feel able.  

 

It costs us over £130,000 a year to keep our parish churches open and to finance 

our ministry here. We receive no funding from the state or from the wider Church. 

Members of our church and community raise all our funds. It is therefore 

important that we encourage members of the community to support us 

generously. We hope that you might make a donation towards our work and 

ministry. If you would like a gift aid form, or to set up a standing order, please 

contact the church office. 

  



About Us    

Holy Trinity, Prestwood is your parish 

church serving Prestwood and Great 

Kingshill in the Chiltern Hills. We come 

to church every Sunday at 9.30am. 

Here we are invited to celebrate God’s 

love for all people, rest in his presence 

and go out empowered to live our 

everyday lives.   

        

 

Contact Us 

01494 863805  

htprestwood.org.uk  

secretary@htprestwood.org.uk 

 

 

   

 

HOLY TRINITY PRESTWOOD 

134 Wycombe Road, 

Prestwood, Great Missenden  

HP16 0HJ 

 


