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COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT FOR HOLY TRINITY PRESTWOOD CHURCH 

Assessment carried out by: Kevin Lovell/Deiniol Heywood 

Assessment date: 1st December 2021 

Issue date Version Number Issued by/update 

1st December 2021 24 Completely revised version for Winter 2021, following the emergence of the ‘Omicron’ variant. It should 
be noted that, at the time of writing, we do not have clear information on the transmissibility, virulence or 
immunity from this variant, nor do we understand its effect on a population with high vaccination rates. 

13th December 2021 25 Further revisions resulting from government announcements 8th December 2021: mandatory face 
coverings in churches. 

   

   

 

Purpose 

In accordance with guidance issued by the Church of England on 9th December 2021, which states it is important that venue managers maintain a Risk Assessment (p4), this 
document will 

• Help keep all users of Holy Trinity church safe 

• Assist with decision-making on specific points 
 
 
As an overarching point, no person should enter the building if they have symptoms of Covid-19, or if they have recently tested positive for Covid-19. 
  

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/COVID%2019%20Guidance%20from%20the%2030th%20November%202021%20v1.pdf
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What are the hazards? Who might be 
harmed? 

Controls Potential further action 
needed to control the 
risks 

Who needs to 
carry out the 
action? 

When is the action 
needed by? 

 
Building general 

Transmission of Covid-19 
from frequently touched 
surfaces 

Any users of the 
building 

Regular cleaning of the building Keep frequency and extent 
of cleaning under regular 
review. 

Staff team. Regularly reviewed at 
Staff Team meetings. 

• Hand sanitiser freely available at front 

door and flower sink. 

• Soap and paper towels freely available 
at flower sink and toilet. 

Ensure existing processes 
for replenishing sanitiser, 
soap, paper towels etc. 
remain effective. 

Staff team. Regularly reviewed at 
Staff Team meetings 
(standing ‘RA’ item on 
weekly agenda). 

Transmission of Covid-19 
by inhaling aerosol (risk 
increases with 
larger numbers of people 
in the building and longer 
event duration). 

Any users of the 
building 

• All users of the building must wear 
face coverings (unless exempt) when 
there are more than 10 people in the 
building. 

• Building has a level of in-built 
ventilation: high ceiling and leaky 
windows.  Most events are circa 1 
hour duration. 

• After large/lengthy gatherings in the 
building, open the front and back 
doors for 10-15 mins to allow air 
exchange. 

• Consider whether 
further mitigations are 
appropriate for events 
of over 2 hours duration 
and/or large numbers of 
people. 

• As the weather allows, 
consider opening the 
doors for longer time 
periods. 

 

Clergy, 
sidespersons, 
vergers, hirers. 

Ongoing. 

Additional ventilation during the serving 
of refreshments (typically at the end of 
an event). 

External doors opened to 
offset the increased risk 
posed by users removing 
face coverings while 
eating/drinking. 

Clergy, 
sidespersons, 
vergers, hirers. 

Ongoing 

Clergy/staff (those with 
greatest exposure to 
building users) working 
whilst Covid positive and 
asymptomatic. 

Any users of the 
building 

• Clergy and staff team to regularly self-
test using Lateral Flow Tests twice per 
week. 

• Clergy and staff team members to stay 
away from the building if they are 
awaiting the result of a PCR test 

 Staff team. Ongoing. 
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What are the hazards? Who might be 
harmed? 

Controls Potential further action 
needed to control the 
risks 

Who needs to 
carry out the 
action? 

When is the action 
needed by? 

 
Public worship: regular services 

All the above controls, plus: 

Transmission of Covid-19 
person-to-person during 
worship 

Congregation and 
those leading 
worship 

• All worshippers must wear face 
coverings (unless exempt or while 
leading worship). 

• Worshippers are encouraged to 
spread out evenly around the building. 

• Worship is designed to minimise the 
movement of people around the 
building during worship (and social 
distancing when movement is 
unavoidable). 

• Avoid person-to-person contact during 
worship: no offertory (retiring 
collection instead); contact-free 
sharing of the peace from your seat. 

After-service refreshments 
continue (with additional 
ventilation as above): 
disposable cups in use and 
congregation encouraged 
to bring their own re-
usable cups. 

Clergy, 
sidespersons, 
vergers, Coffee 
teams 

Ongoing 

Transmission of Covid-19 
through Holy Communion 

Congregation and 
those leading 
worship 

• Clergy/servers to sanitise hands 
before handling communion 
vessels/elements. 

• Wafers and wine kept covered 
whenever possible (in covered 
containers/ciboria or covered by a 
cloth/pall) 

• Holy Communion is administered by 
intinction of wafer at the point of 
distribution (no shared chalice). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Clergy and servers Ongoing 
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What are the hazards? Who might be 
harmed? 

Controls Potential further action 
needed to control the 
risks 

Who needs to 
carry out the 
action? 

When is the action 
needed by? 

 
Public worship: occasional services (e.g. Christmas, Remembrance, etc.) 

All the above controls plus: 

Transmission of Covid-19 
person-to-person during 
worship, by persons 
unfamiliar with the 
building/worship. 

Congregation and 
those leading 
worship 

• Publicity material to highlight our 
controls, also indicate likely risk 
factors (e.g. busy services, large 
numbers of young people exempt 
from wearing face coverings, etc.) 
helping attenders to self-assess the 
risk. 

• Live streaming of popular services, to 
allow a dispersed congregation. 

• Managing the maximum number of 
people admitted through ticketing. 

 Staff team Ongoing 

 
Private services (baptisms, weddings and funerals) 

All the above controls plus: 

Transmission of Covid-19 
person-to-person during 
worship 

Congregation and 
those leading 
worship (including 
verger, organist, 
etc.) 

In discussion between the minister 
leading the service and the family: 

• Explanation of the options to conduct 
the service safely (especially with 
regard to contact with water, oil, etc.), 
to ensure risk of exposure to Covid-19 
is acceptable to the family. 

• Ensure that those working or 
volunteering at the service are aware 
of the arrangements made and 
comfortable with the associated risk 
levels before agreeing to participate in 
the service. 
 
 
 

 Clergy Ongoing 
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What are the hazards? Who might be 
harmed? 

Controls Potential further action 
needed to control the 
risks 

Who needs to 
carry out the 
action? 

When is the action 
needed by? 

 
Private hiring of the building 

All hirers to undertake their own risk assessment before hiring the church to ensure prevailing government advice is adhered to with respect to their own activities. 
Lesley Nicholl to be given access to this. 

 

 


